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Dear Colleagues. 

It gives us immense pleasure to once again connect with all of you through this newsletter. A lot 
has happened in the last few months.  

Today our registered donors stand at 4,93,236 and our donations are slowly increasing. We look 
forward to achieving bigger numbers in the days to come.

We are glad that for this World Marrow Donor Day the staff engagement activity was unique and 
worth the effort. The cake baking initiative reflected our commitment, dedication and passion for 
saving lives. What a joy to see all of you pulling this together and the united effort is                         
commendable!  

This month, we look forward to meet all of you face to face and it will be time for meetings, 
interactions and some fun.  

In this issue our colleagues have penned down a few articles sharing their thoughts and                    
experiences. The articles are engaging and interesting and gives us a view of our work and 
impact. 

Happy Reading! 
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By Vivek Denzil, Senior Associate - Donor Engagement

I joined DATRI in March this year and in my job profile was to 
handle Donor Engagement and Product Transportation. The 
latter part of the job was something that I had not done till 
date and was looking forward to this part of my KPI. So far             
I had only seen and heard of product deliveries of books to 
groceries, but here I was to deliver a Lifesaving Product - 
Blood Stem Cells. I was given to understand the delivery had 
to be done with caution and to be handled with utmost care. 
The temperature of the box had to be maintained at a certain 
degree and the product cannot go through a scanner. I took 
note of the same and was ready for the job.

My first delivery was from Chennai to Vellore. When I was given the product, I felt that it was 
more precious than gold and in fact, I felt I was handling a new born baby’s journey from the 
hospital to its home.

Thereafter I was regularly doing the deliveries. But recently I was given the responsibility to 
carry out three transportations in a row and that too back to back. It was challenging but doable. 
After the routine counselling session from my colleague Thilagavathi I started on this marathon 
ride.

The first collection started from Chennai to Madurai on August 5th. I collected the product and 
came to Chennai on August 6th. From Chennai I boarded the flight to Pune late in the evening 
and reached Pune well into mid-night. From the airport I went straight  to the Transplant Centre 
and handed over the product at around 2 A.M.

The second product transport was on August 8th from Pune to Bangalore. I met my colleague 
Sonali Bhandarkar in Pune who helped to coordinate for the collection. The Apheresis Centre 
team prepared the documentation required for the transportation. But technical glitches at the 
Apheresis Centre delayed the handling over by 90 minutes. I was biting my nails as I had to 
catch a flight and any delay meant the product would not be delivered on time. I started late for 
the airport. Coupled with this rains were lashing the city and an orange alert had been issued. 
It was a day of mad traffic jams. But somehow I managed to reach the boarding gate just a 
minute before they were closing all gates. I reached Bangalore and delivered the product.

The third product was from Bangalore to Kolkata the same day. At Bangalore I met my colleague 
Jeevan who handed me the Credo Box and I headed to Kolkata. I gathered that at the airport 
there was high security in place as part of Independence Day protocols. It was made compulsory 
for all baggage to be scanned. As per our product safety, it cannot go through the X-Ray               
machine as the radiation would destroy the Blood Stem Cells. My heart missed a beat as how I 
would be able to convince the authorities. It was a herculean task explaining to the police 
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3 THE GREAT INDIAN RIDES!



officials about the scope of DATRI’s work and how we have done this umpteen times and we 
have never run our product through the scanner as this would destroy the product. Finally, the 
officials had an internal discussions and cleared the product without scanning. I heaved a sigh 
of relief!

The travels were tiring but it was a learning experience and worth the effort. I experienced the 
joy of giving life. I truly believe I am privileged that I can be part of this beautiful process of             
gifting a life. Perhaps I may not able to get the same work experience in any other job. After the 
product deliveries I keep myself informed on how the recipient is doing and when I hear about 
the positive results it gives me a feeling of having accomplished.

I love traveling and though this travel comes with immense responsibility I feel grateful that I 
get this opportunity to see the smiles on the faces of the recipients.

I have myself registered as a donor, but when a match is found for my Blood Stem Cell,it would 
be an irony that I will not be the Product Delivery Boy for that Great Indian Ride!

By Pramod Kumar M, Associate- Donor Recruitment 
and Counselling

Kerala is synonymous with boat races. In Kerala this sport is 
an emotion and the people of the state take pride in boat 
racing. Boat racing is an integral part of Onam celebration. 
Hailing from this part of the country I echo the same feeling 
and I have always tried to explore how we can use the festive 
season activities for raising awareness, registration and                 
funding.

Nehru Trophy Boat Race is one of the famous sports event in 
Kerala and this is held every year during the Onam festival 
season. Pallathuruthy Boat Club is a well-known club and it 
has the credit of having won a number of league matches and  
romping home the Nehru Trophy for three consecutive years.  
I felt that this year we must explore the possibility of partnering with Pallathuruthy Boat Club.              
I approached them and explained about DATRI’s work and how everyone can do their bit for         
gifting lives. They agreed to give us time to speak about our work with both the participants and 
the audience.

On World Marrow Donor Day, September 17th, we conducted a registration and awareness 
camp at the Pallathuruthy Boat Club.  Our WMDD poster and 1000 Collection posters were 
placed on all the boats participating in the race.
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This partnership opportunity helped us to generate awareness and build our brand within this 
community. It also gave us the chance to interact with many people and share about DATRI’s 
lifesaving work.
  
When the race started, and as the boats sailed, there was a sense of pride to see our posters 
with our messaging on each boat. It was picture to remember!

Pallathuruthy Boat club won the 2nd place in the race.  The club officials have been following 
up with us for a recruitment drive and we are working on this. 

This drive enhanced my celebrations and it was an Onam to remember!



By Dhivyaa Ranganathan, Senior Associate -                    
Transplant Center Management

I was just about a week-old at DATRI. As a newbie I was 
trying to understand my work and how to go about. This was 
when in the office one day, the Marketing and Communication 
team along with the HR called all the staff and announced that 
we were going to do an activity-that is -Bake a Cake ahead of 
World Bone Marrow Day falling on September 17.                                 
The question everyone asked was why we were doing this?

Pat came the answer: “Our Donors are Special”. And this 
World Marrow Donor Day, we will honour them and show our 
appreciation by baking a cake. The organisers said the staff 
would be divided into two groups led by Pallavi Jayraman and 
Benjamin Felix. Each group would bake a cake and deck up 
the place. The next Question-Who would judge the cakes? It 
would be none else but select donors who would grace the 
occasion and judge the beauties.

Being a new person I was excited and yes the activity interested me as I was proficient in cake 
baking. I felt I could showcase my expertise and earn a bit of fame � I surmised from my                     
colleagues that this was the first time that the staff were doing  an activity like this. All of them 
had mixed thoughts about how this activity would turn out. Once the groups were formed one 
could see that there was a sense of ownership and the zeal to put up the best show. The groups 
we asked to discuss their cake and strategy to win the prize. In the following days one could see 
the groups meet together at lunch time and teatime to discuss from the recipes to decorations 
etc and the meetings were so serious  and professional that one felt that even our work meet-
ings could not match up.

The groups gave a big list to the Admin team for things needed to do up the place and for baking 
the cake. As the day neared for the competition, one could see colleagues bring in Oven Toaster 
Griller, Stand Mixer, baking items and what not. It was certainly looking like we were                            
participating in the Master Chef contest.

The D-Day arrived and the all the men and women came in blue. It started with a pep-up              
Session-Quiz Time to get us into the groove. The quiz was a refresher about our work, a few 
nice questions about our colleagues and some quirky and funny questions.

After winning prizes in the quiz, the teams regrouped and started the baking session. There was 
total enthusiasm and excitement and the place was full of sounds, commands and orders! Beat 
the eggs, look at the recipe, get the oven heated, stick the logo……. There were two DJs – 
Aakash and Vinod who were at their best, trying to distract the team during the cake                     
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preparation, cracking witty one liners and yes there was some good music in the                   
background. One could also see some flops in cake baking, but those got camouflaged with tips 
from baking experts.

The cakes were baked, decorated and tucked into the refrigerator. They looked so professional 
that even the best bakery could pale into insignificance. Once done, the organisers had a             
surprise under their sleeve. They gathered everyone for an impromptu dance! What a way to 
finish the baking session. Even the shyest or the quietest colleague could not escape shaking a 
leg. Checkout the dance video: https://bit.ly/WMDDCelebrations

Next it was time for the evening celebration-felicitating the donors. Three of our donors came 
for the celebration. The donors were told that they would have the cake and eat it too, that 
they had to judge the cake. They started with sharing their experience of gifting lives and how 
this act had left a deep impact in their lives.

After savouring the cakes, they went into a huddle to discuss and decide the winner. One of the 
judges said that they did not take so much time in deciding to donate their blood stem cells but 
this decision was the toughest as the cakes were just awesome. They gave their decision in 
favour of Group A.
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Baking a cake for our donors, getting them to be part of this special day and honouring them 
made me feel that this exercise was so meaningful and fulfilling. It was really nice to see that 
each one of us had something to do to contribute for this special day. In our mission to gift 
lives, this activity helped us to reinforce our commitment and passion for the cause we are here 
for!

Perhaps this is the Best Cake Ever Made…….

She is warm, affectionate, affable and someone who is happy to 
help. Jackulin Mary our team member from the TCM department 
makes it as the fan member in this edition. Jackulin is a                         
workaholic and is a stickler when it comes to meeting deadlines. 
As her team member Jayanthi says “Jackulin walks the talk, and 
all her conversations will zero in on work.” Apart from this she is 
also a veteran when it comes to giving advice. You go to her with 
a problem and you come back with pearls of wisdom on                
solving the same. 

On the home front she is a doting mother to her 15-year-old son. 
She will ensure to guide and sit with him when he is preparing for 
his examinations.  Jackulin specializes in making Rose Cookies or 
Achhu Murukku. So this Christmas we look forward to ring in the 
Xmas spirit with Jackulin’s homemade Rose Cookies!

6 A DEDICATED WORKAHOLIC JACKULIN
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----------------------------

Major donor registrations
(Jun 2022 to Sept 2022):

Donor registrations count:
 

Sl. No Organisation Name Drive Location Date
No of 
Registered 
Donors

1 7 Spice Hotel Near Jat Dharamshala, Haryana 10-Sep-22 1,395
2 Sastra Deemed University Thanjavur, Tamilnadu 17-Jun-22 1,121
3 Sreenidhi Ins�tute of science and Technology Hyderabad, Telangana 22-Jun-22 960

4
Cons�tuent Ins�tutes of Charotar University of Science and 
Technology

Changa, Anand District, Gujarat 16-Sep-22 695

5 NIT Calicut, Kerala 15-Jun-22 688
6 D.Y. Pa�l College of Technology Pimpri - Pune, Maharashtra 26-Aug-22 581

1. Haryana - 1395
2. Tamilnadu - 1121
3. Telangana - 960
4. Gujarat - 695
5. Kerala - 688
6. Maharashtra - 581

June: 5,484
July: 1,669
August: 2,545 
September: 3,566

Data from MIS as on 03.11.2022


